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The Palioxis Project is an original
science fiction story that is
conveyed through an alternate
reality game.

An alternate reality game (ARG) is a
form of interactive storytelling that
relies on multiple real-world media
platforms to deliver pieces of a
fictional narrative.
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Alternate reality games often
rely on a community of active
players to find content, interp

clues and solue challenges.
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Alternate reality games have been
used to promote films such as A.I.
and The Dark Knight, video games
such as Portal 2, and albums such as
Year Zero.




many works of science fiction that have
entertained me throughout my life. -'I

. W
| hope to provide the same level of

entertainment through this project.
] |



The story of The Palioxis Project
revolvues around the first manned
expedition to Mars. As the narrative
progresses, what begins as a mission
to Mars slowly turns into a personal
story about someone leaving
humanity behind. = -
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that they were interested in, and 20
communities which they belonged to.
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Both lists were narrowed down
to ten each. '

Narrowed Down List of Communities &
Design Issues

BY JASON REGINATO - AUGLIST 28, 2083

Communities

Video Gammves
Giani Bomb
Science Fiction
Steam [ Vahme
My Family
New Faliz BFA
Carbor-hazed Life
Star Wars Fan
The International House of Mojo
Computer Bullding

Design Issues

Motion Design
The Future of Ul
Narrative in Design
Crazy Futuristic Movie Interfaces
Developing a CMS Template
Motion Posters |
vertsimilinade
When Will Print Media Die, and How Can | Contribute 1o
ies Death? 1
The [lls of Advertising
Transmedis Destgn




Each thesis students was
tasked with creating a visua
representation of how those
communities and design issues
were linked. | created a short fi
that showed how they related to

life. ]
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Five concepts needed to be

finalized for the final the§_ls
project.

Thesis Ideas

BT JASOR REGINATO - 5E1ITEN

1) An Alternate Reality Geme/Narrative about the first manned one-way expedition 1o Mars.
The narrative would take place in the near-future, and would document the transmissions
from the single crew member aboard a vessel that is bound for Mars. This would be
accomplished with a series of fictional websites and maybe a log book. The crew member
has to come o grips with the expectation of never refurning to Earth and never seeing
angther person again, and at some point along the journey, something goes terribly wrong. |
g1ill haven't figured out how these transmiszions are being received in the present dme.
Mayhe some sort of emporal rilt caused by space stall. ., I don't know,

2) An Alternate Reality Game/Marrative about a string of alien abductions within a small
suburban American town and the secret government agencies that come to inhabit it. This
propect would consist of mualtiple fictional websites, and possibly some other Forms of media
The main website would take the form of regue investigative journalism rying o uhoover a
web of conspiracies.

3) A book and digival publication that teaches children how 1o do inappropriate and
potentially illegal activitbes. U will e illustrated with cute, children-triendly illustranons.
Parents probably won't like it but Kids will think 1t°s funny! Fossible examples: How (o
change fuses in a breaker box, how to siphon gas, how to make a Molotow Cockiail?

4) A promotional campaign that features video games that create a sense of empathy. The
campaign would showcase games that are [uh, but that also allow plajyers to experience
aspects of other people’s lives and come (o understand their hardships. Maybe [ could even
get in contact with the developers of the feared games and possibly wse it as a real
promaotional campaign. Possible examples: Cart Life, Papers Please

5) An animation and media campaign that centers on the founding of GiantBomb.com and
the death of its co-founder, Ryan Davis. This is a weird idea, but I have a concept for an
animation that could be turned into a full-Nledged short film. However, ['ve been doing a lot
of video work lately, and maybe the subject matter is a little too esoteric.







A twelve page thesis proposal was
written which outlined the topltc
background and provided a list of
examples and practitioners of the
alternate reality game genre.
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This science fiction story revoluved"®
around various futuristic
corporations and organizations

Creating corporate identities fo:
these fictional groups was one
of the first steps in creating an
alternate reality. .




After extensive sketching, one desig
was chosen for VoloGen Industries and
Astronautics (the main corporation
in the story). It symbolizes Earth, The
Moon and Mars. Volo means flight in
Italian, and the suffix Gen means a
producer of something. '
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The final design eliminated the
words “Industries and Astronautics,”
strengthened the circular blue form,
and added an x-height to the text.

. YowoGen




Designing the Palioxis logo was
considerably easier. It consisted of a
typeface called Nevis which gave an
imposing science fiction feeling.

"PALIOXIS
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PALIOXIS
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Palioxis.org was the first step in the
game. It served as an introduction to
the alternate reality narrative and
allowed players to participate directly
in the fiction. People were encouraged
to sign up to be the first person to
travel to Mars. The website established
the importance of the mission and
provided a clue to another website...

23

PALIOXIS

BECOME THE EMEDDIMENT
OF HUMANITY'S GREATEST
AMBITIONS
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The text on Palioxis.org revealed __';'i"n"l,"_'_: : :
the name of a fictional character, B ation for preliminary testin
Cody Winston. This lead players to

CodyWinston.com.

The copyright information that
appeared on every website (and other
promotional materials) revealed the
year that the storyline was taking
place. The narrative spans seven years
in total.

VoloGen Industries and Astronautics 2035



e CODY )
WINSTON

FOUNDATION

IN MEMORIAM
1996-2032

CodyWinston.com is a memorial site for
a character who died while attempting
to land on an asteroid. His situation R
provided foreshadowing for the events s vane of sending a human

to come. ' ] ; Jonston won apgroval | o
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Every person who signed up
on Palioxis.org received a
confirmation email. This email -
contained a string of text that VULU‘GC”
converted to “anciloncom”

when deciphered through a Hello George,
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substitution cipher called ROT13. In the words of the J:;L'-.-r-‘u'i Te be sucommhid, yoxi Poedt
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aredl VodoGen Indestries and Astionautics. Bom: in 1989 in Sheffield England. One of the most prohific and profital

Ancilon.com is a cryptic website that
exists for purposes that are currently
unknown. Players are able to enter
queries into this site and receive

information related to topics that exist
within the narrative.

neville paulson
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In order to bring people to the first step
of the game, Palioxis.org, a large sign
was constructed and placed on the
SUNY New Paltz campus. The sign was
made out of 22 feet of blackout clot
and stretched over a foldable wooden
frame. The lettering was measured and
painted by hand.

29



-~
- 1
1
L III
¥ !
] JII_ :
I ! |
£ | £6=
L] g,
1
s | |
[ o )
] | |
|
- I : | I! |
e W R P |
- s - J— - i

-\-—':\E_—-\.- Py
e o =
] i
. — - N
iy Fr o

The sign stayed on the campus for a
week and caught the attention of n
only the students, but people from
around the world.

e MR L LT T .
= '."-’-”"."E? N'T-“:JETT.'. R -
i
T

i gl

ra ef, o £ .\_."_'. E
T o Ty e i -
- ’ L -C":F"r LN sy o ._.-' ;-l_-'_ s ¥
L o l.'?_'.r 1 ! e
ol e RS P FF it e 1
il ' g -..-. ¥ e B = l,;‘: -
30 | F T L] I---E'_:_.:'__.J L e . -
iy £ b - o e .
FE - ¥ = ! ; 1,1"—'- h b :': 2l |;_T'._r_.,_- - %
TR e T ey - .
G, o g -Tf T
¥ L - "-'\_.&:- g .._."ﬂ".r ,, # ¥






500 flyers were printed and placed

around the Old Library Building.

Fi
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Google Ananlytics was used to track
visitors to the sites. On the first day,
visitors appeared from various cities,
including Seattle and Moscow.
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PAL IO 4

A presentation from VoloGen Industries and Astronautics
Presenter: Jason Reginato

December 16, 2035

PART 7 PechaKucha
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In December, every thesis student had

to give a presentation in’?_ic'if:ﬁ*’ aKucha
format. This consisted of 12
which were displayed for 20 nds

each. =
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An actor named Samuel Chilton was

hired to play the role of a secret

government agent. On the day of the

presentations, he stormed into the
room and threatened the audience
with a warning.

Adid:
Views:
Date listed
Price

I'm a BFA studentin
am creating an inte

and brazen, but slightly comica
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SUNY New Palzfora! meeting and re
NEWPE[EUﬂIwE!’HlTru NOT contact

 SEMi-improv

f\CTOR NEEDED: Short, live, semi.

z University)
“Improvisational role [SUNY New Paltz Un

212130070067355

4
|
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2lallive oHENL HLE 2l el it

The a*r--r vill be playing an agent from an undisclosed U.S. govemment
i sy ¥ “,rl he acor vl oriefy aitemptto slop mypre
| o December 8-15 andhen e actual pett

« Compensation: $501of initial n
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Unfortunately, due to technical
difficulties, the recording of this live
performance was lost.
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There were clues in the slidesh”ell. '

This slide was doctored to look as though

it had been digitally corrupted. In fact, it
held the word ANCILON, pointing players
back towards ancilon.com.
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Another slide gave information about
companies that had partnered with
VoloGen Industries and Astronautics
One of them had a clearly defined
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OkuloTec

OkuloTec is proud to announce a multiyear partnership
with THE PALIOXIS PROJECT.

-

y ¥ #.;._‘_ oy {"h z
OkuloTec.com presented a new [ g ;
company that specialized in P A L I MY | C
holographic and psychovisual A e 1 w? SN o
apparatuses. ' e 7" R B
A sy e h:h
ch for the most competent
| be obtained at: wwaw palionis org.
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Happy Valentine’s Day from VoloGen Industries and Astronautics
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Vologen.com started as a simple
single page. It then evolued into
a design that was inspired by the
PechaKucha presentation, but
more work was needed before the
settling on a final design.
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# Final Paliooos Carga Vesas
Larimifuesd

8 Ligaed edilyni Roserihal
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The final design for VoloGen.com was PALINIS LAUNCH VESSEL

a dark responsive theme based on the
Bootstrap framework, and running
on the Joomla content management
system.
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- In order to depict scenes with.original

spacecrafts, | needed to learn how
to'do 3D modeling, texturing and
rendering. | learned how to use an
open-source modeling software called
Blender to depict important events
within the timeline of The Palioxis
Project.




These images

depicted events such

as the launching of
communication satellites
and cargo shuttles. Each
image was accompanied
by a news article which
provided more background
information.
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MARK VII CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE OPERATIONAL
ENVIRONMENT DRONE (CAMOED)

PALIOXIS
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Players were sent an emaitl which

were assigned to it.

YoroGen

Greetings, Super User

3
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C’ VI-87 MEDICAL FORM

VOLOGEN INDUSTRIES AND ASTRONALITICS MEDICAL INFORMATION FORM
youoGen = =

A medical form mentioned in the
briefings was found by simply usitng
search bar on VoloGen.com. The for

made multiple references to brain-
related activity.

592 Sigraere: _
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CANDIDATE
HAS BEEN
CHOSEN

to Mars.







Four Palioxis-themed birthday

cards were produced for four thesis
students who had birthdays which
occurred during the spring semester.
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I’'m over the
moon for you

HAPPY
VALENTIME®S
DAY

Three Valentine’s Day cards were
also produced which gave a subtle
hint about the clues that still existed
within the group challenge.

HAPPY
VALENTIME®S
DAY

c

. VoLoGen
56



W
. )
| T 1 2 Unveiling The Main Character




An actress needed to be hired to play
the role of the main character, Jerilyn

Rosenthal.

AS
Main charact _
science fiction r¢

f-
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After reviewing several actresses,
Sashia Dumont was selected.

it
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A script was written for a video
interview that would serve as an
introduction to Jerilyn Rosenthal.
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The filming was done in a meeting
room in the Student Union Building of

the New Paltz campus. This po:sﬁs-c_ll-a*
a VoloGen Industries and Astronautics

test facility.
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4,
By hiring an actress to be the main
character, the alternate reality game
was given a more realistic premise
The video provided a back-story
for the character and exhibited her

personality.
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The video also gave more clue: I

the group challenge which haw
been solved. »
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ILYN ROSENTHAL

*aPACE ENGIMEER

The First Person to Journey to Mars

(D Moo 1, 2070 OF feviden Razpeiad

A personal blog was created
for the character at
JerilynRosenthal.com, further
fleshing out her past.

IT wotn Plongiy s Peband U Nl Dy mow, you peobaibly will §0om Thaugh, if pou'ng viewing Ui DLog, I'm EEsuming

that you already know. Considering that the random, Infrequent musings of an serospace engineer don't produce a
high ] of vermey prafTal, My Guedd i Uhat you'rg & Abwdormer, Well, if that's the cade, then welComsd refwadimer, |
suspect there's galng bo be an influx of attention heading my way, 5o allow me to introduce myself. My name is
Jerilyn Rodenthel, and people tell me that |'m deitined 5 became the Niqk perdon 1 lowmey to Mars

| realize that the sudden aftention that's been attached fo my name netts tolely on lofty expectations. They do call
I T FeprEaEntve of Bumanity, sfuer all But, belbene me, 00 5 citle Dve szcepted with o Lisge dose of Bumlling. It
alll stared with a single question: "what makes you exceptional T | must admit, 1's a guestion Fve struggled with all
ol vy lile, but after &0 enormsued mowent of pondedag, | mandged 1o arfive 32 59 anPwer that aiafed mydell, and
apparently the peaple ot Voloben Industries and Jatronautics a3 well Some seople have asoed me what my answer
v, but | hink thal's & decret | will lake along with me to Mars. |§ wazn'l usi sn andwer o 8 queestion that beught
D Ehis poing @ imy Life, Morwtsngi. 1] IL weishe 1had @ady, | would have Deen belefusd Dack in 2054, No, it 0ok a 1ol
of haed work B0 be the one chosen out of a pool of 1.4 millon applicants.
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On March 28th, a forum Waell, it turns out there was a sub-reddit set up already at
thread was opened on hittp://wwwe redditstulf.com /subs/details/PALIOXIS/
Unfiction, the most active
community for alternate
reality game players. Within hittp://www.reddit.com/r/PALIOXIS
a few days, the Unfiction
users managed to discover
every piece of content,
including the password for from image from video in first post of this thread:
group BLACK. The password
involved the NATO phonetic

and

and they were able to get a few other things, induding the login passwords for

GREEN, RED, BLUE, YELLOW, ORANGE, and VIOLET groups:

Spailer (Rollover to View):
rearmanges groups in order of rainbow and match with words on left and numbers on right In picture from video:

alphabet and numbers in RED - nan13
. o DORANGE - aazy21
the Fibonacclt sequence. YELLOW - charfie34

GREEM - tare55

BLUE - ableB3

VIOLET - rogerldd

now the words "nan, easy, charlie, tare, able, roger® are phonetic aiphabet words use in WWII phonetic alphabet - sea hitp:/
and we already know the numbers are from a fibonacei sequence, and the next number ks 233

g0, | deduced the password for the BLACK group is "noctar233°,

66 ‘ 'en you log in as a BLACK group member, you are introduced to a new phase and a new company *CERECORP” ) * and 1 ' '._ ebsite is ce

f.uﬂ-\.'.




Unlocking the secrets of group
BLACK lead to Cerecorp.com,
a company that specializes in
neurotechnology.
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A 3D rendering of a cargo shuttle
was created which provided a new
clue. Morse code was discovered on
the side of the vessel.

68




VOLOGEN INDUSTRIES AND ASTRONAUTICS

Production year 2039
Asset number  VIDDZO1
Asset category  Rejected footage
Title  Jenlyn Rogenthal Press Interview
Cleared for public release  No

Decoding the Morse code revealed a st
of incomprehensible text. Typing the tex
into Ancilon.com revealed the word
Combing the text with the keyword
“root” revealed “dir auxiliary,” point
players to VoloGen.com/auxiliary u
video file was found. The video wc
cut from Jerilyn Rosenthal’s first

- YoLoGen

. AP

16=-Apr-2040 09:11 11M
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A second video interview was
produced, this time with a

local student.
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Emma played the role 6‘# N amt"'ui
Finnigan, a reporter fo; Ai lS "f_._*
News. This time, the New Paltz
campus was used to deplc'f‘
a Kansas countryside. The
interview gave further detculs
about Jerilyn’s life. ;
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A final 3D rendering was created
to announce the launch of the
Palioxis vessel.
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Five short clips were produced
which showed Jerilyn’s
transmissions as she traveled to
Mars. In each video, she be'::_-gmes
increasingly insane.

She's being affected by a
combination of many factors
that have appeared throughout
the narrative. The mission to
Mars is a ruse for something
more sinister.
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Four of the clips were
played at specific intervals
throughout the thesis show.

A number was displayed at
the end of each video.
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Typing the numbers into
ancilon.com produced an
image of somewhere within
the building that the show was
taking place.

USB flash drives were hidden
at each of these locations.
Each drive contained a
password-protected ZIP file.
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discovered that the password
was a combination of all the |
numbers.

At the end of the night, g:gwas

The ZIP file contained the fifth
and final video which revealed
that Jerilyn was being haunted
by “Jderi,” a personification of
her younger self.
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Creating an alternate reality game
has been a lot of work, but it was
also a lot of fun. There are plenty
of ideas that | didn’t get to use,

or that didn’'t completely pan out,
but I'm very satisfied with the

way the project turned out. I'm
extremely grateful to everyone
who helped and played along.
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